Christmas Eve Prayer

Loving God, Help us remember the birth of Jesus, that we may
share in the song of the angels, the gladness of the shepherds,
and worship of the wise men. Close the door of hate and open the
door of love all over the world. Let kindness come with every gift
and good desires with every greeting. Deliver us from evil by the
blessing which Christ brings, and teach us to be merry with clear
hearts. May the Christmas morning make us happy to be thy
children, and Christmas evening bring us to our beds with grateful
thoughts, forgiving and forgiven, for Jesus’ sake. Amen.

Ii 2 as
’6 Prayer for Christmas Dinner

Eternal God, This joyful day is radiant with the brilliance of your
one true light. May that light illuminate our hearts and shine in our
words and deeds. May the hope, the peace, the joy, and the love

represented by the birth in Bethlehem fill our lives and become part
of all that we say and do. May we share the divine life of your son
Jesus Christ, even as he humbled himself to share our humanity.

Bless us and the feast that You have provided for us, let us be

thankful for the true gift of Christmas, your Son. Amen.

Christmas Tree Blessing é

Holy Creator of Trees, Bless with your abundant grace this our
Christmas tree as a symbol of joy. May its evergreen branches be
a sign of your never-fading promises. May its colorful lights and
ornaments call us to decorate with love our home and our world.
May the gifts that surround this tree be symbols of the gifts that we
have received from the Tree of Christ’'s Cross. Holy Christmas tree
within our home, may Joy and Peace come and nest in your
branches and in our hearts. Amen.

The Birth of Jesus / Luke 2,1-14

In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should
be taken of the entire Roman world. 2 (This was the first census that took
place while Quirinius was governor of Syria.) 3 And everyone went to
their own town to register. # So Joseph also went up from the town of
Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David, because he
belonged to the house and line of David. ® He went there to register with
Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child.
®While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, ”and she
gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed
him in a manger, because there was no guest room available for them.

8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch
over their flocks at night. ® An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and
the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 1° But
the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. | bring you good news that will
cause great joy for all the people. 1! Today in the town of David a Savior
has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. *2 This will be a sign to
you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.”

13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the
angel, praising God and saying, ** “Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.”
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